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The English-Speaking Union of Japan

ESUJ Talk Salon #11 in Zoom

The Japanese Mentality
Drawn from Shugendo

Mr. Riten Tanaka,

Chief Priest of Rin'nan-in, Executive Councilor of Kimpusenji Temple

Have you ever heard of Shugendo? Before the arrival of Buddhism, the Japanese mind was filled with an
honest awe, finding myriads of gods in nature. En no Gyojya, an ascetic and mystic, merged Buddhism with
this practice of walking around the mountains and immersing oneself in nature to establish Shugendo as a
folk religion in the Asuka period. With Mr. Riten Tanaka, the executive councilor of Kinpusenji Temple, the
head temple of Shugendo, we would like to remember or regain the pure Japanese spirit of being at one
with nature. This time, the talk will be in Japanese.

Date: Wednesday, 17" November 2021 15:00-16:30 pm
Venue: Zoom (Link will be sent to a person who has applied on 11/12.)
Admission: ESUJ Premium Members, ESUJ & JAS Members, ESUJ Student Members FREE
Guest ¥1,000 to be paid in advance (Please check an automated email from “Forms.”)

Info: http://www.esuj.gr.jp/en_event/
Apply to: https://ws.formzu.net/fgen/S47195650/
To attend: Please apply to the ESUJ] office by Tuesday, November 9%,

E-mail: esujoffice@esuj.gr.jp E-mail Title: Talk Salon on 11/17
FAX 03-3423-0971 TEL 03-3423-0970
Cancellation on/after November 9t (Tuesday) will be charged.

Mr. Riten Tanaka, Executive Councilor of Kinpusenji Temple
Born in Ayabe City in 1955, he was appointed Chief Minister of the Kinpusen Shugen Honshu Sect
and Executive Director of Kinpusenji Temple in 2001. He worked for the registration of the Sacred
Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range, recognized in 2004 as a World Heritage
Site. He is also a director of the Nature Culture Promotion Organization, an advisor to the Kii Sanchi
Sanreijo Council, and a visiting professor at Tachi-in University. He is the author of "Using the Body

to Train the Mind: An Introduction to Shugendo", "An Introduction to Buddhism for a Good Life and

a Good Death", and "Yoshino Kofushd". He has co-authored many books, including "Shugendo as

a Way of Life" and "My first Shugendo".
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