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HPDU Competition 2020 + 2021
Co-sponsored by The High School Parliamentary Debate Union & English-Speaking Union of Japan

[2020 - 2021 ESUJ Award]
Awarded by English-Speaking Union of Japan (ESUJ)
<Champion> Kotaro Yoshida: Senior High School at Komaba, University of Tsukuba

“Why I Debate”

First of all, I would like to thank ESUJ for supporting HPDU from behind the scenes in the
form of sponsors, the administration for organizing HPDU 2020/21 online even with the Corona
disaster, and you who are about to pick up and read this article.

English impromptu debate is still not very well known in the society. However, in my
experience, there is a great deal that can be gained through this activity, and I believe that this
is something that is hard to find elsewhere. Because the number of competitors is still small, on
the contrary, debating is an opportunity. I think there are three main reasons for the significance
of debate.

First, I was attracted to the depth of debate and its competitive nature. From a one-sentence
argument, there is a lot to think about during the preparation time. It would not be an
exaggeration to say that there is an infinite number of things to think about, such as what kind
of argument you can make, what your opponent will say, and what strategy you can use to win.
Strangely enough, when you are just starting out, you don't know what to think about and you
are at a loss for 25 minutes, but after a year or two, you naturally realize that you have to think
about more than you can in 25 minutes. 7 minutes of speech time seems inexplicably short. The
more you practice, the shorter it gets. The more you practice, the more your world expands, and

that may be a bit of an exaggeration, but for some reason this feeling was exhilarating for me.
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Secondly, you can gain a lot of knowledge by debating. With only 25 minutes to prepare
and a wide range of topics to discuss, you need to stock up on a lot of knowledge beforehand
in order to win consistently. When I say a lot of knowledge, I don't mean specializing in one
thing, but rather knowing what is being discussed in society in various fields such as politics,
economics, international relations, law, philosophy, etc. It is important to know widely and
shallowly. I think debates are a great way to broaden one's horizons. For example, I gradually
became interested in international relations theory, which I was initially not interested in at all
and was simply researching for debate, and began to read books on international relations theory
willingly. In addition, since it is easier to convey the examples used in speeches (especially in
overseas competitions) in English by using examples from overseas, I began to check overseas
news on a daily basis. I was also able to learn about domestic social issues in the U.S., U.K.,
China, etc., which I did not know before. Thus, having a minimum level of knowledge in all
fields increases the scope of my intellectual curiosity and enriches my life.

Thirdly, the warmth of the community. For example, in debates, discussions often go into
sensitive areas, and to ensure that no one gets hurt, there is a system called Equity that is unique
to this community, which is designed to help victims and prevent problems from recurring. In
addition, many debate tournaments for high school students in Japan are run by volunteers,
including club advisors and students from the school. When I see how many people, both
teachers and students, are actively contributing to the community because of their enthusiasm
for debate, I am reminded that I too must give back to the community.

Finally, I would like to thank my teammates Inokura, Tsutakawa, and Mizutani, my advisor
Suda-sensei, my coach Chris, and the many other people who have helped me in the past for

making it possible for me to win two consecutive championships in 2020 and 2021. I would

like to take this opportunity to say thank you very much.
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