cly

H 2553532 v i B
The English-Speaking Union of Japan

“Enhancing Ties through Languages and Soft Power”

Mr. Matt Burney: Director, British Council Japan and Cultural Affairs Counsellor,

British Embassy in Tokyo

Mr. Sadaaki Numata: Chairman, The English-Speaking Union of Japan (ESUJ);
Former Ambassador to Canada

When Matt Burney had his first exposure to Japan in Aichi 23 years ago, he worked hard to teach
himself Japanese, which opened many doors to Japanese society. This helped launch him on a career
with the British Council in Japan, China, Ireland and the Czech Republic. Back in Japan since September
2015, he is passionately committed to enhancing educational and cultural ties between Japan and the
United Kingdom. ESUJ Chairman Numata will probe Matt Burney on how he has managed to master
Japanese, how the British Council can contribute to the teaching of English in Japan and also what he
considers to be the important elements of Britain’s soft power. You would be most welcome to ask
questions freely and join a casual conversation with drinks and snacks.

Friday, 19" February, 2016 18:30~20:30
Place: Aux Bacchanales Kioicho, 4-1 Kioicho, Chiyoda-ku Tel: 03-5276-3422

Charge (including snacks and drinks):
3,000 yen for ESUJ Premium Member
3,500 yen for ESUJ, JSA, and CCCJ Members
4,000 yen for Non-member

To attend: https://ws.formzu.net/fgen/S34805564/

Please apply to the ESUJ Office in advance by Thursday, 11th February.
ESUJ Web Site:  http://www.esuj.gr.jp/lec_event/eng/event/20160219.htm
Cancellation on/after February 11th (Thursday) or no show will be charged.

Profile: Mr. Matt Burney
Born in Manchester. After graduating in musicology from Oxford

University, he came to Aichi Prefecture in 1992 to teach English on
the JET Programme, and stayed on in Japan until 2000, becoming
Liaison Officer Nagoya Area, British Council in 1997. With the
British Council, he served in Chongging, China 2000-2003, on the
East Asia Desk in London 2003-2005, in the Czech Republic
2005-2008, in Ireland 2008-2011, and in Shanghai as Area Director
East China 2011-2015. He became Director, British Council Japan in
September 2015. He passed the Level 1 of the Japanese Language
Proficiency Test in 1996, and speaks fluent Chinese and Czech.
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